442    FARTHER ACCOUNT OF THE

In 1578, the Earl of Essex had a company of
players, who probably finished their career, when he
paid the penalty of his treason, in 1601.

In 1579, Lord Strange had a company of tumblers,
who, at times, entertained the Queen with feats of
activity ; and who began to play at The Rose, under
the management of Philip Henslow, on the 19th of
February, 1591-2 ; yet, were never otherwise distin-
guished, than like the strutting player^ whose con-
ceit lay in his hamstring.

In 1579? the Earl of Darby entertained a company
of comedians, which had at its head, in 1599, Robert
Brown, to whom William Slye devised, in 1608, his
share in the Globe.

In 1585, the Queen had certainly a company of
players, which is said, without sufficient authority, to
have been formed, by the advice of Walsingham, in
1581. The earliest payment, which appears to have
been made to the Queen's company, was issued on the
6th of March, 1585-6 2. And, in March, 1589-90,
John Dutton, who was one of Lord Warwick's com-
pany, and John Lanham, who belonged to Lord Lei-
cester's, appear to have been at the head of Elizabeth's
company, which must be distinguished from the an-
cient establishment of the household, that received a
salary at the Exchequer, without performing any duty
at court.

In 1591? the Lord Admiral had a company of
comedians, who began to act at The Rose, on the
14th of May, 1594; and who had at its head, in
1598, Robert Shaw, and Thomas Downton. Con-
nected with them, in the management, and con-
cerns, of the company, were Philip Henslow, and

* No earlier payment appears in the Council Books ; because
the Books from the 26th of June, 1582, to Feb. 19, 15.85-6, are
lost. The Queen's Company were formed in March, 1582-3, as
appears from a memorandum by Mr. Tylney, Master of the
Revells. Marginal note by Mr. Malone.